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sight of the whole convoy of fifty thousand men ran into and rammed
a large German submarine off Land's End and rescued the crew of
thirty-eight.
I heard from the First Lord's naval adviser interesting details about
the Maurice letter. It was Bonar Law who insisted on a Court of
Honour. Balfour said it was a case for a ministerial statement only,
but Bonar Law prevailed. After a night's reflection he came round
to Balfour's way of thinking.
The pacifists are resorting to every kind of trick. They get a meeting
convened for some apparently innocent object and then canvass people
to sign peace petitions, and some of them are induced to sign without
knowing the contents.
May 77. I had a talk with Sir George Clerk of the Foreign Office
about the Bolsheviks. I wanted to deport certain leading Bolsheviks,
but the Foreign Office fear reprisals which may force them to give
way. If we refuse to allow Wintin, a nihilist, to carry dispatches,
Trotsky will refuse our courier permission to leave Russia. On the
other hand, to allow a nihilist to go to and fro is unthinkable. In
fact, the Bolsheviks have the whip hand of us. Lenin and Trotsky
are now courting the Allies in order to save their own skins, but
Clerk thinks that although these two may fall, Bolshevism will per-
sist for some time. The intelligentsia in Russia amounts to less than
three hundred thousand persons as against many millions of ignorant
peasants, who would not be much affected by the famine in the towns.
The paper rouble is now so much discredited that people are resorting
to barter in kind, the imperial rouble being worth about gd.,
Kerensky's rouble yd., and the Bolshevik rouble 3d., and still falling.
They are turning out from their printing press about 7^ millions
a day.
May 18. Captain Bray told me that his cotton mills at Petrograd are
still working spasmodically. Whenever his workmen hear of a con-
signment of cotton on the railway, they go out and loot it, start up
the engine, spin and weave it and sell it for what they can get.
Wickham Steed, just back from his mission in Italy, talked to me
for an hour to-day. Sent out by Lord Northcliffe, with the sanction
of the Prime Minister, he succeeded in getting the Italians to recognise
the Austrian Slavs as friends and in organising forces and propa-